Analyzing The Legal Landscape
For Electric Vehicles In The
UAE And Qatar

Introduction

In recent years, the global landscape of transportation has undergone a revolutionary transformation, with
the accelerating shift towards electric vehicles (EVs) playing a pivotal role in shaping the future of
transportation. As concerns about climate change and environmental sustainability continue to gain
prominence, governments worldwide are recognizing the need to embrace cleaner and greener
alternatives to traditional fossil fuel-powered vehicles. Electric cars are at the forefront of the eco-friendly
revolution, symbolizing a future where transportation and environmental responsibility go hand in hand.

The rising popularity of electric cars is undeniable, fueled by advancements in technology, increasing
awareness of environmental issues, and a growing commitment to reducing carbon footprints. These
vehicles offer a symbol of hope in the fight against air pollution and climate change, promising a
significant reduction in harmful emissions compared to their internal combustion engine counterparts.
With the increasing global demand for electric cars, it is crucial for regulatory frameworks to adapt
concurrently. This ensures not only the acceptance of these innovative vehicles but also their proper
integration within existing legal frameworks.

In this context, it is essential to scrutinize and compare the regulatory landscapes of different regions

to gauge their preparedness in embracing the electric vehicle revolution. This article will delve into the
specific laws of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), where electric cars are gaining traction at a remarkable
pace, and compare it with the legal landscape in Qatar, where potential gaps in regulations might pose
challenges for the seamless integration of electric vehicles into the mainstream.
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UAE'’s Electric Car Regulations

The United Arab Emirates has been proactively
shaping its legal and regulatory landscape to foster
the widespread adoption of electric vehicles. The
Emirates Authority for Standardization and
Metrology has implemented the UAE Regulations
on Electric Cars, overseeing the use, safety, and
sale of electric vehicles in the country. In a
significant move in March 2017, the Supreme
Council of Energy issued Dubai Administrative
Decision No.l of 2017, mandating that all entities,
both public and private, including developers in
Dubai, secure approval from the Dubai Electricity
and Water Authority (DEWA) to install, operate, or
maintain electric vehicle charging stations in the
city. This decision aligns with the Dubai Clean
Energy Strategy 2050, aiming to position Dubai as
the global leader with the lowest carbon footprint.

E

In May 2023, the Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure launched the Global EV Market project, an
ambitious initiative designed to establish the UAE as a global hub for electric vehicles. The project seeks
to achieve a remarkable 50% electric vehicle market share on UAE roads by 2050, contributing
significantly to environmentally friendly transportation. To boost the use of electric vehicles, the UAE
government has made substantial investments in expanding charging infrastructure, strategically
locating stations in places like shopping malls, parking facilities, and petrol stations. The government, at
both federal and emirate levels, is committed to supporting electric vehicles, with some emirates offering
subsidies and reduced registration fees for electric cars. Notably, Dubai has implemented the Green
Charger Initiative, providing free electric charging as part of its efforts to promote sustainable
transportation.

Specific initiatives such as Dubai’s EV Roadmap set ambitious goals for increased adoption of electric
and hybrid vehicles, particularly within government fleets. The registration and importation of electric
vehicles are allowed, though processes and associated fees may vary among emirates. Various incentives,
including free or discounted parking, toll exemptions, reduced registration fees, and green bank loans, are
offered to electric vehicle owners in certain emirates like Dubai and Abu Dhabi, further incentivizing their
use and promoting green energy.

Qatar’s Electric Car Regulations

Qatar has set forth ambitious sustainability goals and renewable energy targets, investing significantly in a
transition to an eco-friendly and sustainable economy. In anticipation of the 2022 FIFA World Cup, Qatar
devised an Electric Vehicle strategy, aiming to deploy over 600 charging stations for electric buses. A

key objective outlined in the strategy is to convert 25% of the country’s public transit bus fleet to electric
by 2022, with a broader vision of achieving 100% electric transportation and establishing 15,000 public
charging stations by 2030.
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To incentivize electric vehicle adoption, the government has implemented measures such as tax rebates,
carpool lane access, improved driving range, and active collaboration with Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs) to ensure the development of sufficient charging infrastructure. These initiatives
are anticipated to propel the growth of the electric vehicle market in Qatar up to 2028. As of June 2022,
Mowasalat, the State-owned transportation company, reported the successful operation of more than 700
electric buses in the country. The government’s long-term plan involves gradually transitioning public
transportation buses, public school buses, and subway connection bus services to electric buses by 2030.
Furthermore, Karwa, the taxi division of Mowasalat, has announced its commitment to transforming its
combustion fleet into hybrid-electric vehicles. This comprehensive approach reflects Qatar’s dedication to
fostering sustainable transportation solutions and embracing a greener future.

In collaboration with the Ministry of Transportation and Communications, Qatar General Electricity and
Water Corporation (KAHRAMAA) has released Electric Vehicles and Charging Infrastructure Guidelines
to promote the installation of electric vehicle charging units. The guidelines cover various aspects,
including charger selection, specifications, and capacity recommendations, aiming to diversify energy
sources and reduce carbon emissions in the country. However, in contrast to the UAE, Qatar currently
lacks specific laws regarding electric vehicles or regulations outlining provisions related to electric cars
and clean energy. Qatar’s Law No.19 of 2007 regarding the Traffic Law only regulates traditional,
mechanically powered vehicles, containing no provisions for electric cars. While the existing regulations
cover general road safety measures, they do not adequately address the unique aspects of electric vehicles.
Notable gaps include the absence of considerations for mitigating range anxiety, incentives to promote
electric vehicle adoption, and dedicated safety standards.

Comparison

The United Arab Emirates and Qatar exhibit distinct approaches to the regulation and promotion of
electric vehicles, reflecting their diverse strategies towards sustainable transportation. The UAE has
adopted a progressive stance, actively encouraging the adoption of electric vehicles through
comprehensive policies and initiatives. Specialized regulations for EVs in the UAE focus on incentivizing
their purchase, such as tax breaks, reduced registration fees, and dedicated parking spaces equipped with
charging infrastructure. Moreover, the UAE has strategically invested in a robust charging infrastructure
network, ensuring widespread accessibility for EV users. This proactive approach not only promotes the
growth of the electric vehicle market but also aligns with the nation’s commitment to environmental
sustainability.

In contrast, Qatar faces a different situation concerning electric vehicles. While recognizing the
importance of sustainable public transportation, Qatar has yet to implement specialized regulations that
comprehensively address the unique features of EVs. The current regulatory landscape lacks targeted
incentives and infrastructure development crucial for fostering widespread EV adoption among
individual road users. The absence of distinct policies may hinder the growth of the electric vehicle
market in Qatar, as potential buyers may not be sufficiently motivated to make the transition. Moreover,
the lack of a well-established charging infrastructure poses a challenge, potentially limiting the
convenience and practicality of electric vehicles for residents.
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Recommendations

Therefore, it is recommended that Qatar establishes a specialized law similar to that of the UAE to
address the usage, safety and sale of electrical vehicles. Specialized regulations for electric vehicles are
essential due to their distinctive characteristics, charging requirements, and environmental impact. EVs
require specific attention in regulations to address issues such as range anxiety, charging infrastructure
availability, and battery recycling. Tailored policies can offer financial incentives, tax breaks, and
subsidies to make electric vehicles more economically viable, addressing their higher upfront costs.
Furthermore, specialized regulations can encourage the development of a comprehensive charging
network, ensuring the practicality and convenience of EV usage. By aligning regulations with the unique
features of electric vehicles, both the UAE and Qatar can pave the way for a sustainable and eco-friendly
transportation future, benefiting their economies and the environment.
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